
LOOKING TO SUNDAY® 
 

Sunday, April 14, 2013 
This email, entitled Looking to Sunday®, focuses on the Gospel Reading for the coming Sunday. 
It prepares readers to hear God’s Word at Mass and it offers a point of reflection to consider in 

the days leading to Sunday. Looking to Sunday is written by Father Tom Iwanowski. 
 

DO YOU LOVE ME? 
 

Fiddler on the Roof is a famous musical that was first performed in 1964. The play, set in Russia 
in 1905, revolves around Tevye, a Jewish father, who is trying to keep tradition alive in a 
changing world. At one point in the play, there is a song in which Tevye asks his wife, Golde, 
“Do you love me?”  
 

She answers, “Do I love you? For twenty-five years I've washed your clothes, cooked your 
meals, cleaned your house, given you children, milked the cow. After twenty-five years, why 
talk about love right now?” 
 

But Tevye persists, “Do you love me?” Golde answers, “I'm your wife.” He says, "I know. But do 
you love me?” 
 

She then sings, “Do I love him? For twenty-five years I've lived with him, fought with him, 
starved with him, twenty-five years my bed is his. If that's not love, what is?” 
 

Tevye concludes, “Then you love me?” She says, “I suppose I do.”  He says, “And I suppose I 
love you too. It doesn't change a thing. But even so, after twenty-five years, it's nice to know.”  
 

Tevye wants to hear his wife say she loves him. Yes, he knows all the good things she has done 
for him, and the sacrifices she has made, but he still persists in asking her, “Do you love me?” 
 

This is the same question that appears in this Sunday’s Gospel (John 21:1-19). There the Risen 
Lord asks Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” In fact, the Lord asks that question of 
Peter three times in a row.   
 

Scripture scholars think that Jesus asked that question three times because Peter had denied 
Jesus three times when Jesus was arrested and brought before the High Priest. Three denials 
required three professions of love. 
 

But perhaps Jesus asked that question for a very human purpose. Jesus wanted to hear Peter 
say it. He wanted the one he had chosen to tend and feed his sheep, to care for his Church, to 
be motivated by love for him. For love is the greatest motivator, far stronger than reason. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus asks us that same question. “Do you love me?” He does not want 
us to answer as Golde answered Tevye, by telling him the good things we do. We come to 
Mass. We try and keep the commandments. We don’t rob or kill. We make sure our children 
receive the Sacraments. We give to food drives. That must prove we love him. 
 

As Tevye wanted to know from Golde, Jesus wants to know if he has a special place in our 
hearts. For unless we are motivated by love for him, our faith will be cold and sterile. It will just 
be a matter of following rules to earn a place in heaven. 
 



But Christianity is not about earning heaven, it is a matter of the heart. It is a relationship with 
Jesus Christ that leads to a new way of living. That is why it was only after Peter told Jesus, “Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you,” that Jesus asked him to feed his sheep.  
 

“Do you love me?” That is the question that Jesus asks Peter in this Sunday’s Gospel, and it is 
the question Jesus asks us as well. 
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